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(54) DEVICE AND METHOD FOR PROCESSING IMAGE 

(57)Abstract; 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To perform an achromatic 
color expression that is suitable for respective images in 
an imago in which a natural image and a graphic image 
are mixed by having a 1 st converting means which 
converts an input image signal into a 1 st image signal, a 
2nd converting means which converts it into a 2nd image 
signal and a means to switch them. 
SOLUTION: When pixels that have the same value 
continue in a prescribed number, the pixels are decided 
as graphic pixels and an achromatic color expression is 
performed by monochrome black. In a different case, it is 
decided as a natural image, an achromatic color 
expression is performed by four color mixed black of 
CMYK. In this device, RGB input value is inputted to a 
four color black/monochrome black deciding part 701 
and whether to print in the four color mixed black or in 
the monochrome black is decided. The result is sent as 
a four color black/monochrome black specifying signal 
707 to a four color black/monochrome black switching 

part 703. The part 703 switches the output destinations of inputted cyan, magenta 
values to perform a four^mixed-color print mode processing or monochrome black 
processing. 
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